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a changing policy landscape



SREB States With Dyslexia Policies, 2010

3



SREB States With Dyslexia Policies, 2015

6



Considering new legislation in 

the 2019 session

SREB States With Dyslexia Policies, 2019
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• Pilot screening and intervention programs in 3 
school districts

• Universal screening in kindergarten (eff. 2020)

• Screening for struggling readers in grades 1-3

• Training for preservice teachers

• Optional training for current teachers

• Dyslexia handbook

• Dyslexia endorsement for teachers

• District reporting

Current Legislation in Georgia

Senate Bill 48

Georgia



• Universal screening in kindergarten

• Screening for some students in grades 1-2

• Screening for struggling readers in grades 3-12

• State dyslexia consultant

Current Legislation in Georgia

House Bill 40

Georgia





Identify Problem

Gather Information Build Support

Identify Solution Pass Policy

The Policy Process, Simplified



Pass Policy

A Forgotten Part of the Policy Process

Implement Policy



Please go to the following URL on your smart device:

Ask the audience



The Heavy Lift: Implementation Challenges

• Interpretation

• Resources

• Infrastructure

• Fidelity



Implementation Challenges: Interpretation



Implementation Challenges: Interpretation



Implementation Challenges: Interpretation
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• Clarify or report interpretation problems

–May depend on your relationship with a teacher or school

–Report compliance problems to GaDOE so it can assist

• Convey continuing problems to state board member

–Policy may need to be tweaked or clarified

Interpretation: How You Can Help



Implementation Challenges: Resources

Money

Staff

Training

Materials

Good access to resources

$



Elementary School District

Example Elementary School in Rural Georgia

Enrollment: 231 students

Teaching Staff: 17

Pre-K: 2

Kindergarten: 3

1st Grade: 2

2nd Grade: 2

3rd Grade: 2

4th Grade: 2

5th Grade: 2

Special Education: 2

Support Staff: 2

Media Specialist

Counselor

Administrative Staff: 3

Principal P-8

Assistant Principal P-8

Administrative Assistant

68% economically disadvantaged
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What is the biggest resource challenge

this school might face in implementing 

requirements for dyslexia screening

and intervention?



Implementation Challenges: Resources

Money Staff Training Materials

$



Resources: How You Can Help

Advocates: Advise schools of any grant or scholarship 

opportunities, free or low-cost training, etc.

Parents: Work with teachers in your local school or social circle; 

share knowledge and resources

Teachers: Serve as dyslexia resource for your school; work with 

principal to identify resources

Students: Help your teachers understand resources you may 

already use, like assistive technology



Implementation Challenges: Infrastructure

Knowledge Leadership

Agency

Coordination

Clear

Guidance



Implementation Challenges: Fidelity

Interpretation

Resources

Infrastructure

Implementation Fidelity:

Is something being put into 

place as it was designed?



Pass Policy

Implementation is Still Not the End of Policy

Implement Policy



The Living Policy Process

Implement Policy

Evaluate Efforts

Collect Feedback

Revise Policy



More information is available at:

www.sreb.org/dyslexia

Questions? Email

Samantha.Durrance@SREB.org


